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Art News 
This nine weeks, we had a visiting artist, Marston 
Barnes. The students know him as Mr. Potter, the man 
who makes clay with us. Fourth grade made “smurf” or 
storybook houses. Second and third graders made ga-
tors. First grade made fish and kindergarten made 
snails. All of the clay pieces haven’t made it home yet, 
but they will soon. We have two art exhibits being dis-
played now. The Youth Art Month show is at the Chap-
man Cultural Center and the District Elementary Art 
Exhibit is at the District Five Fine Arts Center. Our stu-
dents have some wonderful art on display! We hope 
you get a chance to see it.  

Music Notes 
ACA Honors Chorus recently sang the National Anthem at a 
Wofford basketball game. After we sang, we got to cheer for 
the Lady Terriers and participate in some fun activities dur-
ing the time-outs and between periods in the game. We all 
had a great time singing and cheering! 
 
Five ACA students represented Abner Creek at the SC Ele-
mentary honor Choir in Charleston, SC. The following stu-
dents got to work with renowned choral conductor and com-
poser Cristi Cary Miller: John Thomas Grant, Carson Grube, 
Meredith Henderson,  Haya Kidwai and Lily Grace Mitch-
ell.  
 
Honors Chorus resumed practice recently to prepare for our 
field trip to Carowinds Music Festival. We will be singing 
there on Saturday, April 19 in the morning.      

Literary Arts 
The students in Mrs. Sherbert’s Literary Arts classes 
are still working hard each week learning more and 
more about being good actors and good communica-
tors. The scripts we work with are relevant to what we 
are studying in class, and the kids have a great time re-
enacting events such as The Boston Tea Party and the 
story of Rosa Parks. Acting out a historical event really 
helps to bring it to life! All grade levels also spend time 
in class working with Mrs. Sherbert on special projects 
that they are preparing to present. We rehearse their 
parts so that they can feel confident about what they are 
presenting. 
 
Classes have also been working with puppets and learn-
ing what a parody is. We have done a parody of a fa-
miliar tale in third and fourth grades classes recently. 
Students in grades three and four also had the oppor-
tunity to experience a hands-on lesson with our friends 
from the Spartanburg Humane Society. Ms. Ingrid Nor-
ris, the education coordinator, visited and taught the 
students about being responsible pet owners during the 
month of February, which is Operation Love-A-Pet 
month here at Abner Creek.  

Spanish with Señora Gardner 
During the third nine weeks, we learned food and meal vo-
cabulary, how to express likes and dislikes in Spanish, how to 
be healthy through exercise/ sports, and how to dress 
throughout the seasons of the year.   The children have 
learned useful phrases as well as reviewed greetings, months 
and seasons of the year, and several customs of the Spanish-
speaking world. My 1st graders learned a song to express 
food preferences and worked in cooperative groups to plan 
and illustrate healthy meals.  They learned about various 
types of Mexican food and used their Spanish vocabulary to 
label the ingredients in their taco drawing.  They sang and 
learned movements to ‘La Familia en el Bus’ to help rein-
force learned family member words as well. The 2nd graders 
made a ‘parts of the body’ puppet, sang and danced to a song 
about the body parts, and are using analog clocks to practice 
telling time and talk about their schedules in Spanish.  We 
took ‘field trips’ in our minds to the Southern Cone of South 
America and learned about the people who live there and 
what their cultures are like. My 3rd graders learned about 
Winter Olympic sports, played sports charades, and made 
weather forecasts in Spanish! We also took a field trip to see 
a performance of Flamenco Vivo, which helped them to bet-
ter understand the music and dance of Spain. Finally, in 4th 
grade, the students have worked on a unit about the people 
and lands of Ecuador. We’ve learned about the open-air mar-
kets, types of Ecuadorian instruments and music, and volca-
noes! They were excited to ‘explore’ the Galapagos Islands 
and their vast wildlife and sea life!   ¡Olé! 

PE News 
Congratulations to all participants of Jump Rope for Heart. We were 
able to raise $2,727.83 for the American Heart Association. Ava 
Thompson, was the top fund raiser at Abner Creek, raising $575. This 
is her third year in a row that she has been the top fundraiser. Way to 
go, Ava! Thank you to all who came out and joined us at Family Fun 
Night. We sure did have a good time in the Gator Fitness Center 
showing off our jump rope skills and seeing how high we can jump. 
Keep Moving.  
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Multimedia 
Multimedia has been a busy class for all grade levels 
this nine weeks. First grade students have been working 
very hard on animal research. This “T-Shirt Research” 
project will provide each student with a t-shirt display-
ing what they have learned about the animal of their 
choice. Second-grade students also did research this 
nine weeks on different countries and cultures. They 
worked hard to learn about other cultures in preparation 
for our first Culture Fair. Parents were invited to 
“travel” the world with us at the Culture Fair. Second 
graders did a great job! Third- grade students were the 
stars of their very own music videos as they participat-
ed in the “Multiplication Rap” lip-dub videos we creat-
ed. And finally, fourth-grade students listened to some 
popular song clips to practice identifying figurative lan-
guage. We have big things in store for the last nine 
weeks! 

From Mrs. Bralley 
Reading Interventionist 

Why Your Child Should Read 15 Minutes Every Day 
“Why can’t I skip my 15 minutes of reading tonight?” 

Let’s Figure it out...MATHEMATICALLY! 
 

Student A reads 15 minutes, four nights of every week; 
Student B reads only 5 minutes, four nights a week… or not at all! 
 
Step 1: Multiply the minutes read each night x 4 times each week.  
Student A reads 15 minutes x 4 nights a week = 60 minutes per week. Student B reads 5 minutes x 4 nights a week = 20 minutes per week. 
 
Step 2: Multiply the minutes a week x 4 weeks each month. 
Student A reads 240 minutes a month. Student B reads only 80 minutes a month. 
 
Step 3: Multiply the minutes each month x 9 months in the school year. 
Student A reads 2,160 minutes in a school year. Student B reads 720 minutes in a school year. 
 
So what does this mean? 
 
Student A practices reading the equivalent of six whole school days a year! Student B, on the other hand, gets the equivalent of only two 
school days of reading practice. By the end of the 6th grade, if Student A and Student B maintain these same reading habits, Student A will 
have read the equivalent of 36 whole schools days, while Student B will have read the equivalent of only 12 school days. If this works, why 
not try 30 minutes a day! Imagine what that mathematical equation would look like! 
 
Here are some additional facts: 
 
If daily reading begins at infancy, by the time a child is five years old, he or she has been fed roughly 900 hours of brain food! 
 
Reduce that experience to just 30 minutes a week, and the child’s hungry mind loses 770 hours of nursery rhymes, fairy tales, stories, and 
vocabulary development. 
 
A kindergarten student who has not been read aloud to could enter school with less than 60 hours of literacy nutrition. 
 
Source: U.S. Department of Education, American Reads Challenge, (1999) “Start Early, Finish Strong: How to Help Every Child Become a 
Reader.” Washington, D.C. 

Second grade students created display boards to present 
at our Culture Fair. They included the information they 
researched and typed, as well as pictures. 


